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Spring Happenings – 2019 

"It was one of those March days when the sun 

shines hot and the wind blows cold, when it is 

summer in the light and winter in the shade." 

– Charles Dickens 

R.I.P Lamont “Travis” Sauerwald 
November 11, 1973 – February 9, 2019 
 

Travis was our Foresty 

Technician on the Forest 

arriving in August 2015, until 

his disability retirement in 

2018.  He had the all 

encompassing position of  “go 

to” guy for anything that 

needed to get done, from 

cleaning toilets to working on 

trails, counting cows – you 

name it Travis would do it.   

Unfortuanley in 2016, Travis was diagnosed with 

brain cancer.  Throughout his treatment his positive 

attitude and sense of humor kept himself and those 

around him strong.  He fought the battle for close to 

27 months, ourliving his initial diagnosis by a long 

shot, which doesn’t surprise anyone who knew him.  

Rest In Peace Travis, you are missed and thought of 

often!  

Farewell…Tim Noon 

And another sad note for the Forest, Tim Noon a 

very familiar face on the District since July 2013 

will be departing the forest for a GS-12 Project 

Manager Postion with the Army Corp of Engineers 

in Buffalo, NY.   

 

Tim has been the go to 

preson for all things related 

to Range, Recreation, and 

Timber, and pretty much 

anything else thrown his 

way.  He has moved the 

Forest forward in a number 

of areas, and is the master 

mind behind the “Trees 

Across New York 

Initiative”, Cornell 

Partnership re: Hemlock Wooly Adelgid (which is 

now Statewide) and a whloe lot of other things.  

Tim, thank you for everything you have done for 

the Forest, we will greatly miss your energy and 

positivity!  Our loss is certianly the Army Corps 

gain!   

Recreation 

Spring on the Forest brings a transition in recreation 

types and user experiences.  While the season for 

snowmobiles ends March 15 and the closure to 

horses begins on March 1, it is not uncommon to 

see snow into April or mud at any time of the year.  

Please exercise caution with the weather and ground 

conditions during this time of year, and enjoy the 

beauty of spring on the Finger Lakes National 

Forest! 

 

Campgrounds 

 

Campground gates will remain closed until mid to 

late May to allow the ground conditions to dry out.  

This also gives Forest Service crews time to assess 

any hazard trees and repair facilities within the 

campgrounds to get them ready for the busy 

summer season.  Beware of crews working in 

campgrounds this spring and give space to any 

ongoing chainsaw operations by leaving the area. 

 

Finger Lakes National Forest,  

Hector, New York 

Forest Happenings!! 
Caring for the Land and Serving People 
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Backbone Horsecamp has several areas that 

suffered extensive rutting and damage to the soil 

due to the wet fall conditions.  Site rehabilitation 

work and potential hardening of parking spots is 

planned for this summer to reduce these impacts.   

 

Four spots will be open this summer to non-horse 

use camping as well.   

 

There also is the potential for firewood cutting with 

the campground later this spring or summer based 

on the normal fuelwood permits sold at our office.  

Please inquire at our office if interested by calling 

607-546-4470.  

 

Potomac Group Campground is open all year 

long and can be reserved www.recreation.gov or by 

calling (877) 444-6777. 

 

 
 

Trails 

 

Snowmobile season ended March 15 to protect 

resource conditions.  Similarly, trails are closed to 

horse use from March 15 to May 1.  Horse users are 

encouraged to check recent weather conditions and 

forecasts and to avoid use of trails at any time of 

years if conditions are muddy to the point of 

damaging trail tread.  Staff at the FLNF are an 

excellent resource on current trail conditions, and if 

you find a tree down or other trail condition, please 

help us out by reporting it!  607-546-4470. 

 

The Cayuga Trails Club in affiliation with the 

Finger Lakes Trail Conference has trail sponsors 

signed up to check on and provide minor 

maintenance to several sections of the Southern 

Interloken and Finger Lakes Trails.  The club is 

looking for interested trail sponsors who might be 

interested in hosting sections of the Interloken trail 

north of Picnic Area Road.  If you might be 

interested in this or other volunteer trailwork 

opportunities, check the Finger Lakes Trail 

Conference website at: https://fingerlakestrail.org/ 

or the Cayuga Trails Club website at: 

http://cayugatrailsclub.org/index.php 

 

 

 

Range 

The 2019 rangeland management season is steep in 

its planning phase during the spring months.  

Several miles of fence reconstruction, over a 

thousand acres of mowing, pond and riparian 

protection, planting, spraying as well as grazing are 

all in the works.  These activities are planned to 

occur through our partnership with the Hector 

Grazing Association as well as by Forest Service 

staff, volunteers, and contractors.  In addition, the 

Forest Service will continue to monitor the 

production of forage through pasture condition 

http://www.recreation.gov/
https://fingerlakestrail.org/
http://cayugatrailsclub.org/index.php
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surveys and soil analysis to ensure the long term 

sustainability of grassland management.   

Sustaining open grasslands through grazing, 

mowing, and burning provides a locally rare 

ecosystem type for many wildlife species, provides 

open vistas for unique recreational opportunities, 

and contributes to the local agricultural economy. 

 

Shannon Pasture 

Allotment Management Plan 

The Finger Lakes National Forest Allotment 

Management Plan and Grazing Agreement 

Reissuance Project is currently open to public 

comments until March 28, 2019.  This project 

authorizes the reissuance of a grazing permit to the 

Hector Grazing Association and associated 

activities to sustain pasture vegetation and 

improvements.  The project cover letter, scoping 

letter, and associated materials can be found at: 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52549 

Hard copies of the scoping notice and further 

information on how to comment can be obtained at 

the Hector Ranger District Office or by calling 607-

546-4470. 

Timber and Forest Health 

FLIPS Timber Harvest 

The National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) is 

planning to advertise two timber sales this summer 

on the Forest as part of our shared stewardship 

agreement.  The Burnt Butcher Timber Sales are 

authorized by the Finger Lakes Invasive Pest 

Strategy project and involve commercial harvest on 

over 200 acres to restore native forests, improve 

wildlife habitat, and address ongoing forest health 

issues.   

 

Once awarded, the timber sales will take place 

during the upcoming winters.  The partnership 

between the NWTF and the Finger Lakes National 

Forest was also recently selected to receive a 

“Nation Making Tracks” award by the NWTF for 

the shared commitment to resource management on 

public land. 

 

New York State Hemlock Initiative 

 

The Finger Lakes National Forest is also continuing 

its partnership with Cornell University to further 

promote their efforts under the New York State 

Hemlock Initiative.  The NYSHI’s mission is to 

integrate research, management, and outreach to 

conserve New York State’s hemlock resources in 

the face of multiple threats, particularly the hemlock 

woolly adelgid (HWA), an invasive insect. 

Additionally, they coordinate state-wide efforts of 

land owners, state and federal agencies, government 

officials, and concerned citizens to partner in 

hemlock tree conservation throughout New York. 

 

 
 

The Finger Lakes National Forest has contributed 

funding to NYSHI as part of the Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative.  Conservation of eastern 

hemlock has a direct benefit to watersheds across 

the Great Lakes Basin, and as the infestation 

continues to spread there is much to be learned from 

the incredible work NYSHI and Cornell University 

are undertaking.  This partnership is in conjunction 

with the active suppression of Hemlock Wooly 

Adelgid on the Finger Lakes National Forest. For 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52549
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more information – visit the NYSHI website at: 

https://blogs.cornell.edu/nyshemlockinitiative/ 

 

Arbor Day 

 

New York State’s Arbor Day is always the last 

Friday in April (April 26, 2019).  While the Finger 

Lakes National Forest is busy putting on its “Trees 

Across New York” event in public schools across 

the state, any person or organization should 

consider reason to celebrate!  

 

Forests cover 18.9 million acres in New York, 63 

percent of the state. The trees and forests around us 

are fundamental to the very basics of our existence.  

Besides clean air and clean water, forests contribute 

to our economy, provide for a diversity of wildlife, 

protect our communities, improve our health and 

well-being, and provide us unique recreational 

opportunities.  Help us celebrate and Happy Arbor 

Day! 

 

 
 

Firewood Permits 

Firewood permits are available for $10 per cord.  

Permitees are permitted to cut dead and down 

firewood along roads in the National Forest.  

 

In addition, this summer fuelwood cutters will also 

be able to cut designated standing dead or dying ash 

trees to reduce the abundance of ash along road 

right of ways.  All species of ash trees are currently 

being killed by the invasive Emerald Ash Borer, for 

which there is a quarantine and associated 

regulations for moving firewood to less than 50 

miles.  Don’t move firewood outside of the 

quarantine area at the risk of violating state law and 

increasing the spread of this invasive insect.  More 

information can be found at the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation’s 

website: https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7253.html 

 

For more information on where ash trees will be 

designated, call or visit our office. Firewood 

permits may be purchased at the Hector Ranger 

Station located at 5218 State Route 414, Hector, NY 

14841.  Inquiries by phone at 607-546-4470. 

 

 
 

Spotted Lantern Fly: In the summer of 2018, a 

new invasive insect was detected in the Finger 

Lakes Region near Penn Yan.  The Spotted 

Lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) is native to China 

and was first detected in Pennsylvania in September 

2014. Spotted lanternfly feeds on a wide range of 

fruit, ornamental and woody trees, with tree-of-

heaven being one of the preferred hosts. Spotted 

lanternflies are invasive and can be spread long 

distances by people who move infested material or 

items containing egg masses. If allowed to spread in 

the United States, this pest could seriously impact 

the country’s grape, orchard, and logging industries. 

 

A common host tree for the spotted lanternfly is the 

Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima).  Landowners 

who have or know of stands of Tree of Heaven are 

encouraged to monitor them closely.   

 

New York State Information related to how to look 

for this insect and what to do if found can be found 

here: 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-

https://blogs.cornell.edu/nyshemlockinitiative/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7253.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/hungry-pests/the-threat/spotted-lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly
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diseases/hungry-pests/the-threat/spotted-

lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly or here: 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/113303.html 

 

 

 

Wildlife 

Pollinators 

In the summer of 2018 we completed 3 rounds of 

pollinator surveys which were sent to the Northern 

research Station for analysis. Overall we collected 

1361 samples of 57 different species here on the 

Finger Lakes National Forest. Understanding 

pollinators and bees as well as habitat utilization 

will help the forest staff complete more timely 

management for areas where bees frequent 

including grasslands and shrublands. While we 

don’t have the final results yet, it appears that most 

of the bees we collected were solitary bees meaning 

they complete their life processes by themselves 

and do not go back to a hive like honey bees.  

We will be completing these surveys again this 

summer and will be looking for volunteers to help 

in sampling and bee collection. If you are interested 

please call Greg at the district office.  

Sticking with the pollinator theme, we will be 

planting about 15 acres of pollinator habitat this 

spring.  

We will be planting 2 different pollinator mixes. 

The Finger Lakes region falls on the edge of two 

different eco regions, the mid-atlantic region and 

the New England region, therefore we will be 

planting about 5 acres of each mix and determining 

which one preforms the best on site here at the 

National Forest. This will also help us determine 

which mix to use for future plantings.  

As mentioned before many of our bee species are 

solitary bees meaning they live a life by themselves 

and do not go back to a hive at night. So where do 

these bees live and sleep? Many of them will utilize 

tall grass to stay safe from predators, therefore we 

will also be planting 5 acres of native warm season 

grasses adjacent to the pollinator plantings. This 

will add structure and diversity to the area and will 

provide areas where solitary bees can go and feel 

safe. 

 
Osmia lignaria / Rollin Coville 

 

 
Pollinatorgardens.org 

 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/hungry-pests/the-threat/spotted-lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/hungry-pests/the-threat/spotted-lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/113303.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjW7sDw0frgAhXkguAKHcSrBLIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://pollinatorgardens.org/2016/01/12/design-ideas-for-gardeners/&psig=AOvVaw2p7EYMesnTds7dXxTA-Knz&ust=1552412584507763
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Pond stocking 

New York state DEC stocks 3 ponds on the Finger 

Lakes National Forest each year. Those ponds are 

Ballard, which is an accessible fishing site, Foster 

and Potomac ponds. This year’s stocking date will 

be May 3rd, most likely sometime in the morning. 

While the time has not been set, you can call the 

office and ask, closer to the date if you are 

interested in helping.  

Since this date is later this year, Potomac Pond will 

not be able to be fished until after the youth Fishing 

derby which will be held on May 4th.  

 
 

Youth Fishing Derby 

The 24th annual Youth Fishing Derby will take 

place on May 4th from 8-1030 am and will once 

again be followed by a light lunch for participants.  

This event would not be possible without our 

generous sponsors. We are looking for a day of 

volunteers to help with registration, fish measuring 

as well as baiting and casting for children that may 

have never fished before. If you are interested in 

helping, please contact Greg at the district office. 

American Wildlife Conservation Society 

Last summer the FLNF and AWCS held an evening 

of talks which included topics of acoustic 

monitoring, fishers and rattlesnakes. This spring we 

will hosting another series this time focusing on 

Pollinators, grasslands and insects.  

The date is currently set for May 8th at 6-9 pm at the 

National Forest Office at 5218 State Route 414 

Hector NY 14841. If you are interested please 

contact Greg (607)-546-4470 x 3312 as seating will 

be limited. We plan to host these talks once a year. 

It is a great way to learn about new and exciting 

topics occurring both on the national forest as well 

as in the state. We look forward to hosting these so 

we can continue to develop community 

relationships as well as share new information to 

neighbors and partners.  

 

Pngkey.com 

 

Climate Change 

TEMPERATURE: 

Why is Earth's global average temperature a big 

deal? 

The global average temperature combines the 

temperatures of all the hot places, all the cold 

places, and all the places in between. It is a very 

important measure of changes going on in Earth's 

machinery. A rise of just one degree Fahrenheit (°F) 

on a sunny day where you live has little effect. But 

over the whole Earth, a rise of 1°F makes a big 

difference. Just think, normally, water at 32°F is 

solid ice. But water at 33°F is liquid water. 

Even a small rise in Earth's global temperature 

means melting ice at the North and South Poles. It 

means rising seas. It means flooding in some places 

and drought in others. It means that some plants 

https://climatekids.nasa.gov/review/sheep-marmots/
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/377629.htm
https://www.kisspng.com/png-businessperson-presentation-clip-art-business-pres-203315/
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and animals thrive while others starve. It can 

mean big changes for humans too. 

And that's why this number is a very big deal. 

Earth's Vital Signs 

When a doctor or nurse takes your pulse and your 

temperature, she or he is "checking your vital 

signs." These measurements are called "vital," 

because they are all-important signs of your health.  

 

The same is true of our planet. Planet Health Report 

is a check of Earth's vital signs. Learn why these 

measurements are so important in understanding 

how our planet is doing. 

https://climatekids.nasa.gov/health-report-temp/ 

 

Safety Message – Spring and Summer 

Outdoor Safety Tips  

Spring is here and it's a good time to be outside 

enjoying the weather. Here are some ways to help 

keep you and your loved ones healthy.  

 

1. Beware and aware of BUGS!  
Mosquitos, ticks, and fleas transmit diseases. Use 

appropriate insect repellent. Avoid tick infested 

areas such as high grass or thick brush. Shower as 

soon as possible after coming indoors and check 

your body for ticks. Check your children. Wash and 

tumble dry clothing. Check pets for ticks. Consult 

your health care provider if you or a family member 

develops fever, rash, body aches, headache, stiff 

neck, fatigue or disorientation after a tick bite. 

Typically these symptoms occur in the first three 

weeks after a tick bite.  

 
 

2. Grilling out?  
Use a meat thermometer to make sure meats are 

cooked thoroughly. Place cooked meat on a clean 

platter not back on the one that held raw meats. 

Wash hands, kitchen utensils and any surfaces that 

have been in contact with raw meats as soon as 

possible. Good rule: Keep HOT foods HOT and 

COLD foods COLD.  

 

 
 

3. In the SUN....  
Do your part to protect yourself and your family 

from illnesses that are transmitted when 

participating in recreational water activities. Do not 

swim if you have diarrhea, do not swallow pool 

water, wash your hands frequently. Avoid being 

directly in the sun during the hottest time of the day. 

Use sunscreen at least SPF 15, cover skin with 

clothing and wear a wide brimmed hat. Wear 

sunglasses to protect your eyes ( UVA and UVB 

rays). Always be aware of signs of heat stress.  

 
 

4. Spending time with Nature....  
Drinking stream water even though it looks clear is 

risky business. Clear doesn't mean safe. 

Cryptosporidium and Giardia are parasites that 

inhabit water. They are not visible and can cause 

significant illness. Always filter or treat water to 

make it safe for drinking. Protect yourself from 

https://climatekids.nasa.gov/review/sheep-marmots/
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mosquitos, ticks and other insects by using an 

appropriate repellant. Check yourself daily for ticks. 

Ticks should be carefully removed. Bats enjoy the 

night life. Bats are a common sight at dusk when 

camping. Remind children to never touch a bat. 

Bats may be infected with rabies. If bitten, wash the 

area well and seek immediate medical attention.  

 
 

Have a healthy Spring!  
Reference: CDC.gov 

 

  Office Hours 

Effective Monday, May 6, we will be returning to 

our Spring/Summer hours at the office.   

The front office will be back open Monday thru 

Friday, 8:00 am – 4:30pm.  Closed for lunch from 

12:00 – 1:00. 

As always, the front Foyer is open 24/7 and stocked 

with maps, trail sheets and information about the 

area. 

Dates to Remember (2019): 

 Trees Across New York: April 22-26 

 Youth Fishing Derby: May 4 

 American Wildlife Conservation Society 

Presentation: May 8 

 Old Home Day – Interlaken: June 8 

 Strawberry Fest – Ovid: June 15 

 Hector Fair – Hector: tent. July 25-26 

From the Ranger… 

I will start this by saying, we are all happy to be 

back at work!  The furlough put us behind a bit – 

but we are doing what we can to catch up and move 

things forward on the Forest! 

Spring is a very busy time for us as we gear up for 

field season.  Prescribe fire should be happening 

within a couple of weeks, then Trees Across NY, 

and the spring finale the 24th Annual Fishing Derby! 

It’s an exciting time, but in many ways – I wouldn’t 

mind it slowing down.  Seems one prescribe fire 

hits, the next thin I know is summer is over.  I 

personally don’t want to go back into winter 

anytime soon (though it’s still not over). 

This is a hidden gem of a Forest to visit, regardles 

of the time of year, but you will see changes.  

Change is certainly consistent.  We lost a good 

friend in February and have another headed off in a 

new direction.  The Forest will be changing with the 

Emerald Ash Borere killing Ash trees and also with 

the harvest of trees next winter. 

But thru that change things will still be good, and 

we will all find out “new normal again.” 

As always, I encourge you to get our and and enjoy 

Your National Forest!  We are the only one in NY 

State, and no matter where you looks – there’s 

always something cool to look at. – Jodie 

 

East Gorge Pond 
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Just For Fun! Just For Kids! 

 
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/307300374556500114/ 

 
  



 

 

Finger Lakes National Forest – Spring 2019 Forest Happenings!  Pg. 10 

 

 

 


